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This lecture explores intercultural relations between Italy and Indonesia, emphasizing the role of language 
in overcoming cultural barriers. Early Italian travellers to Indonesia and the Malay world documented local 
languages, cultures, religions, environments, and societies, revealing both Eurocentric perspectives and 
a fascination with cultural difference. From the late 1960s, Italian scholars began systematically studying 
Indonesian language and culture. More recently, translation has helped bring Indonesian voices and literature 
to Italian audiences. The presentation traces these developments over two centuries and considers how 
literary translation has contributed to changing perceptions of Indonesia while supporting deeper intercultural 
understanding and exchange.
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